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Mj/ Near York 
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, NEW YORK-Now that the Auto 
ahow is safely over rod the dealer* 
have settled down to the routine of 
high-jpreesure, I like to wander up 
Broadway In tha Fifties and watch 
through the huge, spangled and 
Chrlstmasy windows, Mr. and Mrs. 
New Yorker in the throes of buying 
their new care. 

My grapevine has it that although 
a lot of prospects turn up during the 

u be serious about’ buying a motor. 
Even in the salons of the costly 
cars, along Fifty-Seventh Street, the 
salesmen will jump up In a body 
whenever anyone, no matter how 
shabby in appearance, ventures to 
cross the threshold. 

Veteran salesmen tell me you 
never can tell by looking at a pros- 
pect The sleekly caparisoned ladles 
and gentlemen may have all their 
money on their backs, while tha 
little man with the frayed ooilar can 
have a fine bank account and fall 
to haggle over the trade-in allow- 
ance on his 1933 bus. 

I think Bob Ripley had as much 
as anybody to do with this altered 
feeling. The classic story of his 
purchase of a vehicle has been going 
the rounds and the agencies have 
taken it somewhat to heart. They 
don't make as many snap Judgments 
on visitors* solvency as they used to 
make. 

You've heard this one—I must 
have told it here at tha time—but 
It'S worth repeating In a column 
about motor car* Seems he was out 
for a stroll along Park Avenue one 
afternoon'-he'd been at his drawing 
board and didn't bother to don a tie 
or get a shave, which he needed; it 
was a fine Spring day and he 
thought he'd walk a mile to gat some 
air into his hmgs. He passed the 
salesroom for one of the most expen- 
sive cars in the world, a foreign 
make, and dropped in to look at the 
chromium plating and tha trick gad- 

jgt u. 

W This was at a low abb in business 
fortunes, and a single salesman on 
duty, a sldebumed and bespetted 
fellow, didn't pay much attention 
tr his husky and rather nondescript- 
looking visitor. Rlplay finally roused 
him out of his doss and asked tha 
price of the car. 

"Eighteen thousand dollar*,” 
drawled the salesman, with soma 
liniteur. 

"I'll taka it. When can I gat de- 
livery?” 

The saleeman. paling and swaying, 
grasped a fender and whispered. 
Just as soon as my heart starts 

beating again ” 
But now the customers flock in to 

look, and it's up to tha floor man 
simply to talk them Into tbair make 
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in preference to some other. A big 
mimeographed Sheet goes out to the 
dealers once a weak, with th# num- 
bers of each make delivered the pro* 
v.ous week In New York. The mors 
successful companies keep this in an 
aooesslbl# place and flourish It at 
the psychological moment, with 
sc me thing Uks this: "If we’re sell- 
ing this many oars a wask and X 
make Is only selling that many, 
there must be a reaec \. now mustn’t 
there?” If gales art not good, the 
quotations aren’t exhibited, of 
oourse. 

There are other tricks. Your first- 
rats auto salesman has to know 
how to bully, at the proper moment. 
Soma times a meek caller can be 
browbeaten into a purchase. Flat- 
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Wry works, too, particularly with 
wives. 

But my favorite device remains to 
be used by a dealer In second-hand 
rattlers up In the Bronx. He called 
up an extremely hesitant lady, who 
rashly had confessed that she was a 
writer of imaginative children's 
stories, and told her that she must 
buy at once if she was going to buy 
at all, because he had heard that the 
Russian government was buying up 
every good use dear In town for use 
In an Imminent war. 

—Plant Cotton— 
The first woman's medical school 

In America was organised in Boston 
In 1M8 by Ssmuel Gregory. It had 
12 pupils and was known at the 
Boston Female Medical School. 
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